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DMR to Hold Public Hearing June 8, 2010, 
on Proposed Municipal Harbor in Waveland 

 
BILOXI, Miss. – The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) will hold a public 
hearing at 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 8, 2010, at the Waveland Civic Center at 335 Coleman Ave. 
on a municipal harbor proposed by the City of Waveland along the shoreline of the 
Mississippi Sound at the intersection of North Beach Boulevard and Coleman Avenue. The 
public hearing will not be a question-and-answer session, but will be a medium for concerned 
parties to make comments about the proposed project for the public record. 

The proposed municipal harbor will be a sheltered basin with a flow-through bulkhead, piers, 
decks, walkways, a breakwater with a lighthouse, parking area, picnic area, wastewater 
pump-out station, fueling station and a pedestrian pathway. Dredging operations associated 
with the harbor will consist of dredging an area 775 feet in length and 410 feet in width from 
an existing depth ranging from 0.5 to 7 feet below mean lower low water (mllw) to a proposed 
depth of 7 feet below mllw to create the harbor basin. The total volume of dredge material to 
be removed for the project is estimated to be approximately 55,000 cubic yards. Suitable 
dredge material will be designated for beneficial use while unsuitable material will be 
disposed of in an upland disposal area. 

Structures proposed for the 102-slip harbor include 1,810 linear feet of mainline piers 
measuring 8 feet in width; 1,967 linear feet of finger piers measuring 6 feet in width; 180 
linear feet of finger piers measuring 5 feet in width; a flow-through vinyl bulkhead 1,540 feet 
in length; a bulkhead 980 feet in length; a breakwater 350 feet in length; and a boat ramp 80 
feet in length and 40 feet in width. Total shading from proposed piers is 27,182 square feet. 

The City of Waveland proposes to construct facilities in support of shoreline public access 
and the proposed municipal harbor, including a 68-space parking area, picnic and green 
space area, a pedestrian pathway, vessel fueling area and vessel pump-out facility. The 
proposed project will result in the filling of 2.5 acres of sand beach and 0.1 acre of 
waterbottoms. Mitigation for the filling of the waterbottoms may be required. 

 

—MORE— 

Contact: Lisa Damiano Jones 
Phone:   228-523-4138 

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 
1141 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi, Mississippi 39530 



The applicant will be required to request and justify variances from the Mississippi Coastal 
Program guidelines that state, “Fill for boat ramp surfaces shall be the minimum necessary to 
meet project requirements and shall not exceed 100 cubic yards of fill material”; “Vertical 
face structures shall be aligned no further waterward than mean high tide”; and “Permanent 
filling of coastal wetlands because of potential adverse and cumulative environmental 
impacts is discouraged.” 

Additionally, the applicant has requested an adjustment to the Coastal Wetlands Use Plan to 
allow for construction of the harbor project. The adjustment proposes to change the current 
General Use District to a Commercial Fishing and Recreational Marinas Use District for the 
harbor.   

In compliance with Section 401 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, the applicant will 
request certification from the Office of Pollution Control that the above mentioned activity will 
be in compliance with applicable provisions of Section 301 (33 U.S.C. 1311), Section 302 (33 
U.S.C. 1312), Section 303 (U.S.C. 1313), Section 306 (U.S.C. 1316), and Section 307 
(U.S.C. 1317) of the Act and appropriate requirements of the State Law. 

Any person wishing to make comments or objections to the proposed regulated activity must 
submit those comments in writing to the Department of Marine Resources at 1141 Bayview 
Ave., Biloxi MS 39530, and the Office of Pollution Control, P.O. Box 2261, Jackson MS 
39225-2261, before 1 p.m. June 14, 2010. 

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and 
conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands, 
adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational, 
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with environmental concerns 
and social changes. Visit the DMR online at www.dmr.ms.gov. 
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