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MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

Dear Governor Barbour and Members of the Legislature:

We would like to thank you for the continued support you have provided towards the
wise stewardship of the state’s valuable coastal and marine resources—the mission of
the Department of Marine Resources.

Your support has been vital in helping the department meet the current challenges
presented in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Much of the department’s efforts in 2007
have been focused on the continued rebuilding and revitalizing the coast. Marine debris
removal, wetlands habitat restoration and oyster reef revitalization, spotted sea trout
stock enhancement and facilitation of infrastructure rebuilding and repair are but a few
of the key initiatives encompassed within the larger scope of revitalizing the coast.

Our staff along with the agency’s many state and federal partners = the University of
Southern Mississippi’s Gulf Coast Research Laboratory, NASA’s Stennis Space Center,
the Naval Research Laboratory, Mississippi State University, the University of
Mississippi, Jackson State University, the EPA Gulf of Mexico Program Office, the
U.S. Fish and wildlife Service, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the National Marine
Fisheries Service, NOAA'’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management, the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and the Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Commission and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality and the
Department of Archives and History — are all to be commended for their hard work in
helping to meet the department’s goals and objectives.

As a team, W€ will strive to continue to rebuild, restore and revitalize the Mississippi
Gulf Coast and especially its barrier islands, coastal wetlands and estuarine environs
and associated fisheries habitats.

We are now, as We have always been, committed to this mission; and we will continue

to manage the state’s marine resources today for a sound tomorrow.

Respectfully,

s S

Dr. William W. Walker, Executive Director
Department of Marine Resources

1141 Bayview Ave., Biloxi, Mississippi 309530 * (228) 374-5000
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Organizational Structure

The Department of Marine Resources’ organizational structure is based on the legislative
mandates assigned to the Commission and Department. In FY2007, the Department’s
organizational structure consisted of five major program areas: Marine Fisheries; Coastal
Ecology; Tidelands and Liaison; Marine Patrol; and Administrative Services.

The Marine Fisheries Office includes the management and regulation of shrimp and crab,
shellfish, seafood processing plants, finfish and artificial reefs. The Coastal Ecology Office
includes the management and regulation of the coastal preserves, wetlands permitting, and
the National Estuarine Research Reserve. The Tidelands Trust Fund receives proposals from
public entities for management and public access projects, provides oversight in the evaluation
of these projects and the financial accounting of the funds. The Marine Patrol Office provides
law enforcement activities not only in Mississippi coastal waters and tidal tributaries but assists
the U.S. Coast Guard in law enforcement activities in federal waters. The Administrative
Services Office includes the directorate, seafood marketing, derelict vessel identification and
removal, marine debris removal, human resources, public affairs, information technology,
grants and contracts, property management and inventory, fleet management, procurement,
accounting and financial management.

The Department of Marine Resources will continue to enhance its interaction with other state,
regional and national entities to improve planning and program operations, to maximize
available resources, and to ensure the future of Mississippi’'s valuable marine resources. The
Executive Director will continue to review programmatic needs and modify the Department’s
organizational structure as needed when new mandates are added to its charter. During
FY2007, the Department’s organizational structure is as follows:

Governor of Mississippi

Commission on Marine Resources

Executive Director

Legal Counsel Human Resources
Public Affairs Tidelands and Liaison
]
Marine Fisheries | | Coastal Ecology | | Marine Patrol | | Administrative Services

The following narratives provide a brief description of each of the above-referenced programs
and the principal accomplishments of each during the past fiscal year, underscoring what the
Department hopes to accomplish in the coming year.
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Marine Fisheries Office
Marine Fisheries Management
Office Director: Dale A. Diaz

The Office of Marine Fisheries provides for the
effective management of the state’s marine
fisheries, including oysters, shrimp, crabs, spotted
seatrout, red drum, menhaden and mullet in
addition to other commercially and recreationally
important species. The program includes
conservation and overall management of living
marine organisms through research and data
collection as modified by relevant social,
economic and biological factors. The Office of
Marine Fisheries utilizes the most appropriate
methods for management, including but not
limited to regulating harvesting, habitat
enhancement, water quality monitoring for
molluscan shellfish harvesting, setting of catch
limits and seasons, and seafood safety inspections
of processing and distribution facilities.

Dale Diaz is director of DMR’s Marine
Fisheries Office.

Objectives:

Marine Fisheries projects and activities coordinated through the Office of Marine Fisheries
include:

» Design and initiate projects for the collection and analysis of data required for population
dynamics estimates, and other projects related to fisheries management.

+ Develop scientifically based management recommendations.
* Monitor the condition of fish stocks and the fisheries that depend upon them.

* Provide information transfer and liaison activities with regional fisheries management
entities and others.

* Provide technical support to the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources in
developing fishery management plans, amendments, stock assessments and technical
analysis.

* Provide a representative to serve on fisheries-related boards, committees and panels, as
may be required.

* Provide for administrative services, general maintenance, funding sources and other
fisheries management support services as may be required.

+ Emergency Disaster Recovery Program funds are being utilized to monitor and assist the
recovery of Mississippi’s commercial and recreational fisheries.
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Status:

Public notices were published for opening and closing of the commercial seasons for shrimp,
oysters, king mackerel, spotted seatrout, red snapper, red drum and large coastal sharks.
Marine Fisheries personnel served on regional management activities of the Gulf States Marine
Fisheries Commission (GSMFC), including Artificial Reef Task Force, Sheepshead Fishery Task
Force, Flounder Fishery Task Force, Blue Crab Task Force, Fisheries Information Network
Committee, Data Management and Recreational Fishery Subcommittees, Technical
Coordinating Committee, Gulf and South Atlantic Regional Panel on Aquatic Invasive Species,
Southeastern Aquatic Resource Partnership, Harrison County Development Committee and the
State/Federal Fisheries Management Board. Marine Fisheries personnel also served on Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council, its Habitat committee and special shrimp committee.

Seated in back, from left: DMR Marine Fisheries Staffers Sally Richards, Mai Dang and
Bill Richardson assist commercial fishermen in signing up for the fisheries monitoring
and assessment program, funded through the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service
Emergency Disaster Recovery Program.
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Finfish Program
Coordinator: Michael Buchanan

The goals of the finfish program include conserving and revitalizing marine finfish and
supporting habitats within optimal levels as modified by relevant social, economic, and
biological factors; providing scientific information, including biological life history and catch
statistics for commercial and recreational finfish for effective management; and providing
oversight, enhancement and development of reef habitat in Mississippi and adjacent federal
waters.

Objectives:

* Collect commercial fisheries landings statistics.

* Collect recreational fisheries landings statistics.

* Monitor finfish populations through independent sampling methods.

+ Develop and coordinate, with other state and federal agencies, independent projects on
ecological requirements and biological life history information on important finfish species.

Status:

* The marine finfish program provides management information through an ongoing
commercial fisheries statistics program. Data is collected monthly from dealers’ reported
catch. In addition, there is an ongoing effort to institute a trip ticket system in cooperation
with Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission (GSMFC).

+ Catch and effort information on the recreational sector is being collected, in cooperation
with GSMFC, through the Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey on a bimonthly
basis.

* Independent data on finfish populations is being collected through a combination of gill net
and trawl samples in Mississippi’s major estuaries.

+ Several projects have been developed in cooperation with the Gulf Coast Research
Laboratory to obtain information on life history parameters and essential fish habitat of
important finfish.

+ Emergency Disaster Recovery Program funds are being utilized to monitor and assist the
recovery of Mississippi’'s commercial and recreational fisheries.
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Jason Brandt, a graduate student attending Mississippi State University and interning with DMR, is shown
with a spotted seatrout while working on independent sampling.
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Marine Commercial Fisheries Statistics
Coordinator: Christine Murrell

Objectives:

L]

Collect commercial fisheries landings and catch data for Mississippi in a timely manner.
Collect biological data for selected commercially important finfish species.

Obtain boat trip information and biological statistics on migratory pelagic and reef fishes
such as red snapper, grouper and amberjack and collect otoliths from red snapper.

Continue process of fully implementing a Trip Ticket System.

Status:

Fisheries landings data was collected weekly and monthly according to schedule. The data
was processed, edited and submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in
accordance with established data handling procedures. Fisheries landings data is an
important part of the fisheries management process, both as an indicator of potential
population changes and as a gauge of the success of existing fisheries regulations and
practices.

Biological data for selected commercially important finfish species was collected from the
major seafood dealers along the Mississippi Gulf Coast. The information will be used in the
development of various fishery management plans, both on a state and regional level.

Information for selected pelagic and reef fishes was collected from the major landing sites
for selected species on a monthly basis. This information was submitted to the NMFS for
inclusion in its Trip Information System. This data is used by both state and federal fisheries
managers to properly manage these valuable resources.

A Trip Ticket System was developed for the oyster fishery, live bait fishery and commercial

hook-and-line fishery. Data is being scanned into database and transferred to Gulf States
Marine Fisheries Commission.
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Mississippi Artificial Reef Program
Coordinator: Kerwin Cuevas

Objectives:

L]

Develop and enhance nearshore and offshore reef habitats in accordance with Mississippi’s
Artificial Reef Plan.

Update coordinates and orientation of past artificial reef material deployments within
Mississippi’s marine waters and adjacent federal waters.

Provide the DMR Web administrator with coordinates of reef material, reef orientation,
maps and charts, so that a Web page can be updated and maintained for the fishing
community to access.

Within the framework of Mississippi’s Artificial Reef Plan, identify areas conducive to
artificial reef development and enhancement both nearshore and offshore.

Monitor artificial reef development in Mississippi’s marine waters and adjacent federal
waters.

Obtain artificial reef material from state, federal and private entities through donations.

Status:

Currently, Mississippi has 23 permitted offshore reefs encompassing approximately 18,000
acres of water bottoms. These reefs range in size from one acre to 10,000 acres. To date,
the material used for offshore reefs consists of concrete rubble, steel-hull vessels (including
barges), armored personnel carriers and oil rig living quarters and oil rig jackets.

Mississippi has also permitted 45 nearshore artificial reef sites. These reefs are located
inshore, where fishermen in small vessels, wade fishermen and pier fishermen can take
advantage of the fish that inhabit these reefs. The materials of the nearshore reefs consist
of limestone, concrete rubble (when water depth allows), crushed concrete and oyster
shells. The nearshore reefs are deployed at strategic times of the year when optimum
oyster spat will settle for future growth of the reef.

Two methods used to monitor and update coordinates and orientation of past artificial reef
material deployments are: 1) side-scan sonar, primarily used on offshore reefs; and 2)
sounding with a pole, primarily on inshore reefs. All coordinates obtained from side-scan
sonar and sounding can be found on the DMR’s Web site and are available to the general
public. Maps are available from the artificial reef program upon request.

Emergency Disaster Recovery Program funds are being utilized to restore and diversify

nearshore and offshore ecosystems through the creation of low-profile shallow water and
offshore deep water artificial reef habitats.
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Emergency Disaster Recovery Program funds are
being utilized to restore and diversify nearshore and
offshore ecosystems through artificial reef habitats.
Shown here are Florida limestone pyramids deployed
on Fish Haven 2 located about 25 miles south of
Biloxi.

DMR works with oil and gas companies in the Gulf of
Mexico to deploy rig jackets to use as artificial reefs.
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Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS)
Coordinator: Michael Buchanan

Objectives:

+ Conduct the MRFSS survey in Mississippi for shore, charter and private modes.
* Provide a timely and reliable database on marine recreational fishing activity.

* ldentify notable changes in recreational catch and effort trends.

« Collect biological information on selected important finfish species.

« Evaluate the long-term implications of management measures.

» Conduct weekly telephone interviews of charter boat operators in Mississippi.
Status:

Recreational fisheries information was collected daily through surveys. There were over

1,900 recreational fishermen interviewed in these combined modes. The data was processed,
edited and submitted to the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission (GSMFC) in a timely
manner. The information gathered from the survey provides a continuous standardized
database of marine recreational catch, effort and participation. This data gives the various
fisheries councils information necessary to make wise management decisions. Pressure
estimates were also submitted to the GSMFC according to schedule. These estimates along
with historical productivity are used to estimate the number of assignments needed to achieve
a given quota for each month. Through these assignments, all month and wave quotas were
successfully met.

The MRFSS program also includes a telephone survey of the charter boat fishery. This was
conducted through weekly telephone interviews of charter boat operators in Mississippi.

The number of telephone interviews was based on a random selection of 10 percent of the
charter boats in Mississippi. The data was entered and sent to the GSMFC on a weekly basis.
GSMFC uses this information to obtain more precise effort estimates for the charter and
headboat sectors.
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Jeff Grant and Jamie Herring, DMR Fisheries technicians,
collect angler information through the Marine
Recreational Fisheries Statistical Survey.
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Sport Fish Tag and Release in Mississippi Coastal
Waters and Adjacent Gulf of Mexico
Coordinator: J. Read Hendon

Objectives:

Continue the angler-cooperative tag and release of spotted seatrout in Mississippi coastal
waters specifically to obtain data on the seasonal movement patterns of fish of legal size
(14 inches and larger).

Continue the angler-cooperative tag and release of cobia in Mississippi coastal waters and
the adjacent Gulf of Mexico in order to obtain additional data on seasonal movement
patterns of this fish.

Continue the angler-cooperative tag and release of tripletail in Mississippi coastal waters
and the adjacent Gulf of Mexico in order to obtain data on seasonal movement patterns
of this fish.

Continue the angler-cooperative tag and release of gray snapper in Mississippi coastal
waters to obtain data on the seasonal movement patterns of this fish.

Hold public workshop to exchange information relative to this project’'s goals and other
aspects of sport fishery.

Status:

Seasonal movement and growth of spotted seatrout were studied utilizing angler tagged
and released in Mississippi coastal waters. There were 41 tagged and none recaptured.
Similar trends of limited movement were observed in the recaptured fish as in other years.

Seasonal movement and growth of cobia were studied utilizing angler tagged and released
cobia in the Gulf of Mexico. There were 732 tagged and 52 recaptured. Similar trends of
movement were observed in these recaptured fish as in other years.

Seasonal movement and growth of tripletail were studied utilizing angler tagged and
released tripletail in Mississippi coastal waters and adjacent Gulf of Mexico waters. There
were 182 tagged and 33 recaptured.

Seasonal movement and growth of gray snapper were studied utilizing angler tagged and
released gray snapper in Mississippi coastal waters and adjacent Gulf of Mexico waters.
There were 24 tagged and two recaptured.

Public workshop was held in January and was attended by 50 members of the public.
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Angler Brian Keil from the Gainesville, Fla. Fishing Club holds a tagged cobia.
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Striped Bass Restoration
Coordinator: Larry Nicholson

Objectives:
* Monitor habitat use patterns of striped bass by tracking acoustically tagged fish.

* Involve anglers, through a public relations effort, to report all tagged fish or catches of
untagged striped bass and the location of capture.

* Independently sample coastal tributaries with electro-fishing to obtain abundance estimates
of striped bass in coastal waters.

Status:

The striped bass monitoring project is ongoing and the equipment to tag and track striped bass
has been ordered. The public has been informed through the media, posters and workshops
that their help is needed in obtaining striped bass data. Independent sampling has yielded
minimal results; however, with the new electro-fishing equipment and utilization of information
on striped bass distribution by the public, results are expected to improve.

STRIPERS

IN SOUTH MISSIsSSsIPPI

Help restore the coastal

striped bass population.

Please REPORT ALL
STRIPED BASS

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPP]

GCRL Striped Bass Program
3600 Gollott Road * Ocean Springs, MS 39564

' THANKS FORYOUR SUPPORT! il

AvEDEADALY 4
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Sport Fish Studies in Mississippi Coastal Waters
Coordinator: Read Hendon

Objectives:

+ Obtain data for the development of estimates of relative abundance and various life history
parameters, including age-length relationships and spawning strategies, of adult/sub-adult
spotted seatrout and sheepshead in Mississippi coastal waters.

* Monitor the population of adult/sub-adult spotted seatrout in Mississippi coastal waters
using protocols established in previously completed work.

* Tag local shark species for population estimates and movement patterns.
* Develop shark identification guide.

+ Coordinate a series of workshops to provide for exchange of information regarding the
recreational fishery in Mississippi and shark identification.

Status:

Field sampling for spotted seatrout is accomplished through 120 gill net sets along the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. Two hundred forty-two spotted seatrout were returned to the lab,
otoliths removed for aging and sex, and length and weight obtained.

Work is ongoing to collect sheepshead samples through a variety of independent sampling
techniques (gill net, trawl and hook and line). Ninety-six fish were returned to the laboratory
and processed.

Shark sampling is ongoing. Six hundred thirty-nine sharks of various species were captured
and 428 were tagged; four recaptures have been reported. The shark identification guide has
been published and shark identification workshops were held at Gulf Coast Research Lab
(GCRL). Marine enforcement and charter boat captains attended these workshops. This guide
is also available on the DMR Web site.
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Shellfish Program
Coordinator: Scott Gordon

The Shellfish Bureau of the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is responsible
for the management of Mississippi’s marine shellfish resources with two primary functions:

* Manage and rebuild the resource.

» Maintain compliance with the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference’s National Shellfish
Sanitation Program (ISSC/NSSP) Model Ordinance requirements for shellfish-growing
waters.

Oysters, as sessile filter feeders, are subject to the influence of environmental conditions to a
greater extent than motile species. Consequently, oyster landings can change dramatically from
year to year according to those conditions. In addition to fluctuations in the amount of rainfall,
problems with upland discharge can render oyster-growing areas closed to harvest. During the
oyster season and throughout the year, field sampling trips are made to stations strategically
located throughout the oyster reef areas to collect water samples that are analyzed for fecal
coliform content.

Opening and closing of reef areas is based primarily on the levels of fecal coliform in the water
column at the time of sampling. Oyster reefs in certain areas must be closed after significant
rainfall or river stage events until it can be determined that the water quality has improved
sufficiently to allow harvesting to resume. To accomplish this, multiple stations are sampled in
each reef area or subarea. Samples must be obtained from each area and analyzed before an
area can be reopened for harvest following a closure. Water quality samples are also obtained
throughout the year to properly classify shellfish-growing waters.

The Shellfish Sanitation Program is one of the agency’s most labor-intensive efforts, requiring
almost daily routine water-quality sampling and laboratory analysis of samples for fecal coliform
bacteria. The data is used to properly classify oyster-growing waters in accordance with NSSP
guidelines and to provide necessary justification for reopening oyster reefs following rainfall
and/or river discharge events that degrade water quality to levels requiring that reefs be closed
to protect the health of the consumers.

For areas to be classified as Approved, the geometric mean fecal coliform level most probable
number (MPN) cannot exceed 14 and not more than 10 percent of the samples taken can
exceed an MPN of 43. Additionally, U.S. Food and Drug Administration requirements also
specify minimum sampling frequencies at each of nearly 170 sampling stations in the
Mississippi Sound. Approved areas are areas in which water quality does not degrade after
any rainfall and/or corresponding river discharge.

Areas classified as Conditionally Approved are subject to frequent openings and closures due
to rainfall or river stage. Along with monitoring the water quality of the oyster reefs, other work
performed on the reefs involves revitalization efforts such as reef cultivation, oyster relaying
and the planting of cultch material.
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Objectives:

Maintain program compliance with the NSSP.

Map Mississippi’s oyster reefs.

Survey potential cultivation sites and cultch planting sites.
Cultivate oyster reefs.

Deposit oyster cultch material.

Assess reef areas.

Work with other agencies to improve water quality.

Educate harvesters and the public on shellfish issues.

Status:

22

Hurricane Katrina destroyed over 90 percent of Mississippi’s oyster crop in the western
reefs. Consequently, the 2006-2007 season was again closed to conserve the remaining
oyster resource and restore the reefs. However in Area VIII B to the east, a limited oyster
season was opened with a harvest of 325 sacks.

Surveyed potential cultivation and cultch planting sites.

Since Hurricane Katrina the DMR Shellfish Bureau has rehabilitated a thousand acres of
oyster reefs using 93,730 cubic yards of cultch material.

Oyster reef restoration using Hurricane Katrina disaster relief funds:
Fall 2006 — Limestone cultch plant, 9,351.68 cubic yards over 125 acres at Henderson
Point and Pass Christian.
Spring 2007 — Limestone cultch plant, 38,017 cubic yards over 380 acres at Telegraph
Reef; oyster shell, 18,306 cubic yards on 200 acres at Pass Marianne and Nature
Conservancy; oyster plant, 438 cubic yards over five acres in St. Louis Bay.

Cultivating oyster reefs and relaying oysters — During this period, an oyster relaying project
utilizing Mississippi commercial oyster fishermen was conducted. A meeting was held in
Biloxi with prospective oyster fishermen, outlining the work to be performed and setting the
necessary ground rules for this project. A total of 135 commercial Mississippi oyster
fishermen signed contracts to participate in the program, while only about 80 vessels
actually participated through December 2006. Additionally, a contract was bid out for a
company to provide barges, tugboats and all necessary equipment to load oysters onto the
barges from the fishermen and deploy the oysters onto areas selected by the DMR. This
was a very successful program, which was favorably received by the fishermen. Through
January 2007, the fishermen were able to work 29 days, relaying about 75,059 sacks of live
oysters. The daily sack limit per vessel for this relay program was 40 sacks. The fishermen
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were paid $20 for each sack of oysters they harvested. The $20 per sack price was
selected after inquiries as to the average value of oysters in neighboring states, which
ranged as high as $31 per sack. Little culling was required, the only requirements being
that it must be a legal sack (1.98 cubic feet) and that only oysters or shell with oysters may
be relayed with no more than a 10% allowance for dead shells. Sacks were counted and
checked by DMR personnel. After the barge was loaded with oysters, the oysters and shell
were deployed by the contractor under the supervision of DMR personnel onto reef areas
to the west.

Mississippi Coastal Drainage Basin Meteorological Monitoring Stations that provide
continuous meteorological data on precipitation, temperature, wind speed and direction,
solar radiation and atmospheric pressure — Met with representatives of the Mississippi
Department of Environmental Quality and had telephone conversations with the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
National Weather Service (NWS) to discuss the proper selection and possible placement
of the meteorological monitoring stations in areas not yet addressed through the existing
real-time recording meteorological systems operated by those or other entities. Researched
numerous meteorological equipment and software as suggested from these discussions. A
future meeting will be scheduled next quarter with various entities to finalize equipment and
software selections and station placement.

Monitoring and assessment of oyster restoration activities — DMR personnel will monitor
and assess the recovery of the Mississippi Gulf Coast oyster resources. Research for the
development of bid specifications was conducted for the research/dive vessel to be
purchased under this project. Additionally, during the Oyster Relay Project, all sacks of
oyster seed were visually inspected by DMR staff to determine the size and quality before
they were loaded on the barges. Random sacks were set aside and measured by a
standard sack measure basket to validate correct volumes.

Surveying, mapping and marking of public reefs and potential cultivation and cultch planting
sites — The DMR discussed with various stakeholders about potential areas to plant cultch
material. This included harvesters, commissioners and DMR staff. The DMR staff on the
vessel Conservationist mapped out five areas with a total of 570 acres to plant cultch
material for the spring plant in the western Mississippi Sound. These areas were identified
by using side-scan sonar, cane poles, GPS and ArcPad GIS. DMR staff submitted
paperwork for the Army Corps of Engineers nationwide permit for the cultch plants. PVC
poles were placed on the areas where DMR staff relayed oysters.

Conducted a survey of commercial oyster harvesters for their suggestions of ideas on
environmentally friendly harvest practices. Their ideas were incorporated into a brochure,
printed both in English and Vietnamese. These brochures were then distributed back to
commercial harvesters, to facilitate information sharing on good stewardship of Mississippi’s
public oyster reefs.

Participated in the Gulf and South Atlantic States Shellfish Conference concerning shellfish
issues in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Conducted square meter dive sampling and resource assessments on major area reefs.
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» Gathered data for growing area sanitary survey for all areas.

* Collected 1,694 fecal coliform water samples and numerous phytoplankton samples from
area shellfish growing waters.

+ Emergency Disaster Recovery Program funds are being utilized to monitor and assist the
recovery of Mississippi’s commercial and recreational fisheries.

= Yoo

DMR Seafood Officer Jeff Davis verifies the number of oyster sacks receuved frin a vessel for the oyster
relay project.
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Shrimp and Crab Program
Coordinator: Traci Floyd

The Shrimp and Crab Program conserves and revitalizes Mississippi’s shrimp and crab
resource and supports habitat, in order to ensure balanced and sustained utilization and
maintaining stewardship of living marine resources for commercial and recreational fisheries
at optimal levels as modified by social, economic and biological factors.

Objectives:

The Shrimp and Crab Bureau provides management of the state’s commercial and recreational
shrimp and crab fisheries. Cooperation and coordination with adjoining state agencies, as well
as regional and federal fishery management authorities, are integral to the success of shrimp
and crab management activities. The program includes monitoring and assessment of the
shrimp and crab fisheries, coordination of the Mississippi Crab Task Force, issuance of
Scientific Collection Permits, inspections and reporting of the live bait industry, Real Time
Hydrological Monitoring Program, coordination of grants with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Monitoring Program, the Derelict Crab Trap Removal
Program and the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission/National Marine Fisheries Service
Disaster (Hurricane Katrina) Recovery Program. The shrimp and crab fisheries are managed
by the setting of seasons, gear regulations and implementation of other related management
measures as required. Shrimp and Crab Bureau personnel work cooperatively with federal
agencies including the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission (GSMFC) and the U.S. Geological Survey.
Cooperating state agencies include the University of Southern Mississippi’'s Gulf Coast
Research Laboratory, Mississippi Department of Envi